ART   SERVES   RELIGION:    DAHOMIAN   SCULPTOR   CARVING   A   FETISH
Fetishism is not idolatry, but a belief that the services of a spirit may be appropriated by possessing
its material embodiment, and a fetish thus is a useful spirit in its proper shrine.  This devout
Dahomian is making a clay image for presentation to his fetish priest, using the beak of a slain
fowl to carve the features in the plastic material
Photo, J. R. Btrtwistle
day the king came out in state and explained to the people that the victims were being sent to wait upon his ancestors in the spirit world. The condemned men were then slain, in some cases the king himself being the executioner. While most qf the victims were decapitated, those on the platform were hurled, bound, into the midst of the crowd, by whom they were butchered. Animals were sacrificed at the same time. The king, wrote one eye-witness, bathed his feet in the blood of the slain, while their heads were placed in neat tows at the entrance to the palace. * ^^Ifeitors to Abomey witnessed, not only the" "customs," but the army manoeuvres. They bear testimony to the high training, martial bearing, and powers of endurance of the Amazon corps, which numbered between 2,000
and 3,000 women. Originally they were divided into light and heavy infantry battalions, the former armed with bow and spear and a formidable knife. Later all were provided with firearms and became good markswomen. In valour they were not excelled by the men warriors, as indeed was shown in their last campaign, when they more than once charged right up to the French lines, several falling in hand-to-hand combats. At parades a usual manoeuvre was a charge through triple lines of piled up thorns, a severe test, as their uniform gave little protection and they went barefoot.
As the king sacrificed regularly to his
. ancestors, just as regularly he sent forth
his warriors, both for conquest and for
procuring slaves, for no Dahomian could
be sold.   The captives, such as were not